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                                        background
The Baltic and International Maritime Council (“BIMCO”)
Uniform General Charter, or “GENCON”, is the standard
form voyage charterparty most commonly used worldwide.
GENCON was first issued by BIMCO in 1922 and was
revised in 1976 and 1994. This article analyses the latest
revised version “GENCON 1994”.

GENCON 1994 consists of two parts. Part I is the “box
form” which all the necessary information can be
conveniently inserted and seen by the parties. The
details to be inserted in this part are freely negotiable and
may be traded back and forth. Part II contains all the
standard terms and conditions which are usually
non-negotiable, though it is common for the parties to
amend some of the printed clauses by way of attaching a
rider which overrides them or incorporates the standard
terms into a negotiated fixture note.
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                                                     part i
There are 26 boxes in total in Part I. Boxes 1 to 7
describe the identity of the parties and the details and
capacity of the vessel. The phrase “DWT all told on
summer load line in metric tons (abt.)” in Box 7 refers to the
maximum weight of cargo, bunkers, constant weight, etc.
that the vessel can carry on summer draught. The stated
deadweight tonnage cannot be taken as a guarantee since
the maximum tonnage the vessel can carry is dependent
upon the stowage factor of the particular cargo being
carried.

Boxes 8 and 9 describe the present position of the vessel
and the expected date when the vessel is ready to load the
cargo. The word “abt” (about) in box 9 qualifies the date
with a reasonable allowance with reference to the distance
between the present position of the vessel stated in Box 8
and the loading port stated in Box 10. These two boxes
should be carefully inserted because there is usually a
span of some days until the vessel may be presented for
loading and if the owners are unable to present for loading
on the date specified in Box 9, they may be guilty of
misrepresentation which could be a ground for the
charterers to cancel the charter.

Boxes 10 to 11 provide information of the loading and
discharging ports.   It should be noted that some loading
or discharging ports may not have enough water alongside
at low tide to allow vessels to remain afloat. If the
charterers wish the vessel to be loaded/ discharged at
such a place, this must be specifically agreed in the
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charterparty. It is important to specify whether the parties
intend to have a port or a berth charter. Upon arriving at
the contractual destination, be it a port or a berth, laytime
shall start to count. An expression like “good and safe
chtrs’ berth” means the charterers have the express right
to nominate the berth at the designated port.

Box 12 describes the type and quantity of the cargo to be
loaded and whether “full and complete” or “part” cargo. If
the charterers fail to supply the agreed minimum quantity,
the charterers may be liable to pay deadfreight on the
shortfall. Where a fixed amount of cargo is specified,

it is advisable to qualify the figure with a permitted
allowance. If the chart
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